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DECREE N°2023-0302/PT-RM OF MAY 11, 2023 REGULATING MARITIME TRANSPORT 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE TRANSITION, HEAD OF STATE, 
Considering the Constitution; 
Considering the Transition Charter; 
Considering Law No. 2022-001 of February 25, 2022, amending the Transition Charter; 
Considering Regulation No. 02/2008/CM/UEMOA of March 28, 2008, relating to maritime 
transport within UEMOA; 
Considering Implementing Regulation No. 003/2019/COM/UEMOA of March 4, 2019, 
determining the rate, collection methods, and distribution of fees due by community and 
foreign shipowners operating international transport services; 
Considering Law No. 81-19/AN-RM of February 16, 1981, establishing the regime of ships and 
maritime navigation under Malian flag; 

Considering Law No. 92-002/P-RM of August 27, 1992, amended, establishing the 
Commercial Code of the Republic of Mali; 
Considering Law No. 93-064 of September 13, 1993, on the repression of offenses relating to 
maritime traffic regulations; 
Considering Law No. 01-079 of August 20, 2001, amended, establishing the Penal Code; 
Considering Law No. 01-080 of August 20, 2021, amended, establishing the Code of Criminal 
Procedure; 
Considering Law No. 2022-013 of June 23, 2022, establishing the Customs Code of the 
Republic of Mali; 
Considering Ordinance No. 99-036/P-RM of September 23, 1999, amended, establishing the 
Malian Shippers’ Council; 
Considering Ordinance No. 2022-008/PT-RM of March 11, 2022, establishing the Directorate 
General of Transport; 
Considering Decree No. 99-426/P-RM of December 29, 1999, amended, setting the 
organization and operational modalities of the Malian Shippers’ Council; 
Considering Decree No. 2022-0142/PT-RM of March 11, 2022, setting the organization and 
operational modalities of the Directorate General of Transport; 
Considering Decree No. 2021-0361/PT-RM of June 7, 2021, appointing the Prime Minister; 
Considering Decree No. 2022-0752/PT-RM of December 4, 2022, appointing a Minister of 
State; 
Considering Decree No. 2021-0385/PT-RM of June 11, 2021, amended, appointing 
Government members; 
Considering Decree No. 2021-0476/PT-RM of July 26, 2021, setting Government members’ 
interim assignments; 

DECIDING IN THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 



DECREES: 

CHAPTER I: GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Article 1: This decree regulates maritime transport in the Republic of Mali. 
Article 2: The maritime authority is the Directorate General of Transport. 

CHAPTER II: CARGO MONITORING  

Article 3: The Malian Shippers’ Council is responsible for monitoring maritime cargo. As such, 
it issues the Electronic Cargo Tracking Note (BESC) and ensures the transmission of prior 
information before loading to the Customs Administration for risk analysis and targeting of 
high-risk goods. The Electronic Cargo Tracking Note is mandatory for any maritime transport 
company, regardless of its flag, to load or unload Malian freight. The rates and terms for 
issuing and managing the Electronic Cargo Tracking Note are fixed by an interministerial order 
from the Ministers responsible for Transport, Commerce, and Finance. 

CHAPTER III: FREIGHT RATES 
Article 4: Freight rates are free. However, the Malian Shippers’ Council may negotiate 
preferential freight rates in the context of operations with shipowners. 

CHAPTER IV: MARITIME FEE 
Article 5: The maritime fee is collected by Malian warehouses at transit ports from shipowners 
transporting Malian cargo. 
The corresponding invoice must be settled by the shipowner through its agent within thirty 
(30) days from the date of the ship’s arrival and departure. 
The collected fee is deposited into a special account used to finance the national 
development fund of the maritime sub-sector, which will be established for this purpose. 
The maritime fee rate is set as follows: 

• 1000 CFA francs per ton of imported goods; 

• 800 CFA francs per ton of exported goods. 

Article 6: The proceeds from the maritime fee are distributed as follows: 

1. 10% is paid to the West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) to fund the 
regional fund; 

2. 90% is paid into a special account to fund the national development fund of the 
maritime sub-sector, intended to support: 

• investment, equipment, and operating expenses of the maritime authority; 

• State contributions at sub-regional and international maritime organizations; 

• support for the development of maritime, river, and lagoon transport sub-sectors. 

Article 7: The modalities for collecting and managing the maritime fee are fixed by an 
interministerial order from the Ministers responsible for Transport, Commerce, and Finance. 
Article 8: The list of goods exempt from the traffic fee is set by an interministerial order from 
the Ministers responsible for Transport, Commerce, and Finance. 

Article 9: Failure to pay the fee within the prescribed deadlines results in a penalty of 1% per 
day of delay. 



Thirty (30) days after the due date, if the agent does not settle the invoice, their authorization 
will be suspended after a formal notice issued by the Maritime Authority. 

CHAPTER V: FINAL PROVISIONS 
Article 10: This decree repeals all previous contrary provisions, notably Decree No. 05-341/P- 
RM of July 25, 2005, regulating maritime traffic. 
Article 11: The Minister of Transport and Infrastructure, the Minister of Economy and Finance, 
and the Minister of Industry and Commerce are each responsible, in their respective 
domains, for implementing this decree, which will be registered and published in the Official 
Journal. 
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